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At this same time there came the chance to
show one's military strength for the first time in
Spain. The Spanish war would be an immense
advantage for Germany and Italy. Spain had rich
resources in ore, which would be of the greatest use to
Germany.

Goring was the most eager champion for interven-
tion in Spain. He sent his airmen to Spain from the
celebrated Room 93 in the German Ministry for Air ;
he persuaded Hitler that the English and French
democracies must be threatened from the Mediter-
ranean. Spain was the gate to the colonies; this was
the beginning of the end. If the war in Spain went off
well, then the Western powers must yield point after
point. For a long time it looked as though Goring
was going to be wrecked on his Spain policy ; above
all they were disappointed in the German general staff
at the low efficiency of the German air force. The
German planes were not the equals of the Russian
ones, and Goring was forced to carry out a reorganiza-
tion. But when the tide turned, when Franco won the
day and the democracies through their one-sided non-
intervention helped in the overthrowing of the Spanish
republic, Goring was the hero of the day.

Then events followed one another blow after blow.
Goring knew Hitler only too well and knew that he,
who was a born Austrian, wished for nothing better
than the union of Austria with Germany. Goring
urged him on to the action in Austria, and shortly
before then he helped on the activist wing in the army
to victory. Just as he had once received the Spanish*)
generals in Carinhall to take council with them on
how Fascism could be helped to victory, so now with